
Pet waste can also contain pathogens such as 
bacteria, viruses, and parasitic worms which 
can transmit disease to humans.  When high 
levels of bacteria are found in a body of water, 
fishing and shellfish harvesting are restricted 
because of the treat posed for humans. The Pet Waste
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Feca l mat t er cont a i ns nut r ient s , wh ich cause 
w e e d s a n d a l g a e t o g r o w m or e r a pi d l y t h a n 
normal. Excess weeds and algal growth changes 
t he ba la nce of t he ecos y s t em . Decay i n g pla nt 
materia l uses ox ygen, which reduces ava ilable 
o x y g e n  e s s e nt i a l  f o r  l i f e  f o r  f i s h  a n d  o t h e r 
a qu at ic species .
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LEARN MORE

https://townofcarrboro.org/2312/Pet-Waste

WHAT IS WRONG WITH PET WASTE?



It m ay not be appa rent t o you , especi a l ly i f 
you don’t l ive nex t t o a bod y of wat er, how 
your pet ’s wa ste a f fec ts t he water qua lit y of 
lakes, streams, and marine waters in our area. 
To u nder s t a nd t he con nec t ion , it i s helpf u l 
to understa nd how stormwater runoff works.

DO NOT FLUSH PET WASTE DOWN THE 
TOILET

Septic systems a nd wa stewater treatment pla nts 
a re not desi g ned t o t reat dog or cat wa s t e.

DO NOT COMPOST PET WASTE

T h e  d i s e a s e  c a u s i n g  o r g a n i s m s  i n  p e t  w a s t e 
a re ver y s t u rd y a nd a re not k i l led by ba ck y a rd 
compos t i n g .

WATCH WHAT YOU FEED YOUR PET

The t y pe of food you g ive your pet w i l l a f fec t t he 
qu a nt it y of pet wa s t e you mus t dea l w it h . R ice 
ba sed food i s t he mos t ea si ly d i ges t ed . Con su lt 
you r vet i f you h ave a ny ques t ion s .

CONTROL WHERE YOUR PET RELIEVES 
THEMSELF

W herever you a re t h i s i s a good idea ; at home or 
out a nd a bout , pet wa s t e needs t o be scooped!

WHEN WALKING:

Bring pla stic ba gs w it h you when you wa lk your dog. 
Use a ba g to pick up t he dog wa ste t hen tie t he wa ste 

ba g closed a nd pla ce it i n a nea rby t ra shca n .

AT HOME:

Double ba g dog wa ste a nd kit t y lit ter. Tie it securely 
a nd pl a ce it i n t he ga rba ge. L on g h a nd led “ pooper 
scoopers ” a re av a i la ble at pet s t ores m a k i ng it ea s y 

t o pick up a f t er you r dog w it hout bend i n g over.

WHAT IF I DON’T LIVE NEAR THE WATER?

Cat ch ba si n s , m a n hole s , a nd g ra s s d it che s 
at t he e d ge of y ou r pr op er t y c ol le c t w at er 
r u nof f a nd d i r e c t it  t o t he c lo s e s t b o d y of 
wat er. T y pica l ly, s t or mwat er never pa s ses 
throug h a sa nita r y sewer treatment faci lit y. 
I n ot her wor d s , a n y t h i n g f r om t he g r ou nd 
may eventua lly end up in a nea rby water way.
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